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In recent years a number of disciplines outside the traditional range of biological sciences have staked modest claims in the medical curriculum. At a time of impressive developments in the natural sciences, claims of relevance to medicine by any new discipline need to appear very convincing indeed to achieve a sympathetic audience. This book is an attempt to demonstrate the value of philosophy not only to medical practitioners, but to the other 'caring professions' such as social work. The authors present their text as having two purposes -to introduce the reader to philosophy and to offer a philosophy of the caring professions.
The first chapter provides a discussion of the values and aims embodied in the professions of medicine and social work. This primarily revolves around a conceptual analysis of the meaning of 'health' and 'welfare'. The second chapter analyses some of the major moral principles which are claimed to govern the caring professions. They tease out the ethical issues that lie behind the apparent incompatability of active concern for the welfare of the client and a respect for his liberty.
They then move into the realms of political philosophy and draw out a wide range of implications behind the moral advocacy of laissez-faire, plurlist and socialist systems of providing care. Their fourth chapter can be taken as an introduction to the philosophy of science in which the epistemological basis of the natural and social sciences are examined in turn, and it is concluded that the social sciences are of only limited value in training the professions to deal with individuals. The last chapter argues that the caring professions are, by virtue of their responsibilities, particularly compelled to consider questions regarding the meaning of life and the meaningftil life. A brief discussion concludes that a meaningful life in the sense of one enriched by experience is essential to an understanding of the meaning of life and essential also to providing compassionate help.
The authors have attempted to cover an ambitious range of such profound issues in a short text, and the result, in my opinion is uneven. The papers in the Education section are much more specific, and recognise the need for including a course of ethics in a nursing curriculum. The third paper, 'A Bioethical Program for Baccalaureate Nursing Students', gives an outline of the sort of approach that might be used in such a course. This is not only excellent as a model in this subject but is also valuable as an approach for teaching in any subject.
The British Medical Association's Handbook covers a whole range of issues thoroughly and sensitively; but only a page or so is devoted to nurses, and that in the context of their relationship to doctors. While the RCN has gone some way to meeting the need for a treatment of the special problems of nurses with such booklets as Guidelines on Confidentiality there is still a lack of a comprehensive British work on the subject. P M KILSHAW Imperial College, University of London Muted Consent Jan Wojcik. Purdue University, Indiana, USA, I978. I64 pp $3 35. This volume is one of a series on science, technology and human values from the Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana, USA. The author hopes that the book will be used as a 'primer in the language of medical ethics'. The book, in seven chapters, looks at various topics in medical ethics. Each chapter begins with three fictional case histories which illustrate the problems analysed in each chapter. The debate is clear and well illustrated with a number of references to contemporary commentators. The treatment of the material is mainly theoretical and philosophical. The quality of the case material is reduced by the fact that cases are hypothetical and the final outcome is not given. Often the complexity of cases illustrates the many principles that co-exist in considering case material. This book isolates the major stances taken in debate on the issues covered.
It seems unclear if the book is intended for doctors, medical students, nurses, philosophers, theologians or the general public. The cases and the discussion suffer very much from bias towards the United States. Indeed the involvement of the courts of law both civil and criminal is very different in the two countries and the arguments thus suffer. Certainly some of the language is more suited to the philosopher than the medical student or young doctor trying to make sense of the dilemmas which face him.
The basic theme of the book is that all ethical problems have an involvement with altered consent in some form or another. Even if one cannot go the whole way with this interesting thesis it undoubtedly emphasises a very important message. Consent in its widest sense is essential for good ethical doctoring. However, in some areas the problem is not merely of consent but who can give valid consent. Can the mother give consent for the death of her child or fetus? We accept that the parents must be involved in decisions about their baby especially if it is suffering from a serious congenital malformation. In the area of death and dying can the patient give valid consent in a situation where he is denied any real alternative ? One chapter explores at considerable length the technical aspects of death. Other aspects receive less attention; in particular the development of the hospice movement in this country. The chapter on resource allocation is clear and I enjoyed reading it very much. Again it has a US bias emphasing the close involvement of the law courts.
I cannot advise any medical student to buy this book or even suggest it as a primer, but, for those interested in medical ethics this is a valuable source book. The references are extensive and the arguments of the various commentators are well summarised. A book for the library rather than for the private collection.
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